Democratic Party

HUMAN LIFE

We will repeal the Hyde Amendment, and protect and codify the right to reproductive freedom. (p. 33)
Democrats will always protect sexual and reproductive health and rights. We believe that comprehensive health
services, including access to reproductive care and abortion services, are vital to the empowerment of women
and girls. We will support the repeal of the global gag rule (also known as the Mexico City Policy) and measures
like the Helms Amendment, which limit safe access to abortion. We will also restore and expand American contributions to the United Nations Population Fund to help guarantee access to health care for women and children
around the world and eliminate child, early, and forced marriage. (pp. 82-83)

Republican Party
The Constitution’s guarantee that no one can “be deprived of life, liberty or property” deliberately echoes the
Declaration of Independence’s proclamation that “all” are “endowed by their Creator” with the inalienable right
to life. Accordingly, we assert the sanctity of human life and affirm that the unborn child has a fundamental right
to life which cannot be infringed. We support a human life amendment to the Constitution and legislation to
make clear that the Fourteenth Amendment’s protections apply to children before birth. (p. 13)
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Democratic Party

PLANNED PARENTHOOD

We will repeal the Title X domestic gag rule and restore federal funding for Planned Parenthood, which provides
vital preventive and reproductive health care for millions of people, especially low-income people, and people of
color, and LGBTQ+ people, including in underserved areas. (p. 33)

Republican Party
We oppose the use of public funds to perform or promote abortion or to fund organizations, like Planned Parenthood, so long as they provide or refer for elective abortions or sell fetal body parts rather than to provide
health care. (p. 13)

Democratic Party

JUDGES

We will appoint U.S. Supreme Court justices and federal judges who look like America, are committed to the
rule of law, will uphold individual civil rights and civil liberties as essential components of a free and democratic
society, and will respect and enforce foundational precedents, including Brown v. Board of Education and Roe v.
Wade. Democrats are committed to restoring the full power of the Voting Rights Act and ensuring every citizen
can access the ballot box. We will enforce and strengthen the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes
Prevention Act, and will end racial and religious profiling in law enforcement. (p. 40)

Republican Party
We support the appointment of judges who respect traditional family values and the sanctity of innocent human
life. We condemn attempts by activist judges at any level of government to seize the power of the purse from the
people’s elected representatives by ordering higher taxes. (p. 13)
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Democratic Party

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

During the Trump Administration, too many of our religious communities have been victimized by acts of
intolerance, bigotry, and violence. We will reject the Trump Administration’s use of broad religious exemptions
to allow businesses, medical providers, social service agencies, and others to discriminate. … We will confront
white nationalist terrorism and combat hate crimes perpetrated against religious minorities.
Democrats also recognize that, to fully confront the legacy of systemic and structural racism, it is time to examine, confront and dismantle the government programs, policies and practices that have unfairly targeted
American Muslims as security threats. … We will hold accountable those who engage in or enable violent or
other illegal activity targeting religious minorities, including by directing the federal government to address the
growing and violent threat of white supremacist, neo-Nazi and anti-government groups. (p. 49)

Republican Party
We value the right of America’s religious leaders to preach, and Americans to speak freely, according to their
faith. Republicans believe the federal government, specifically the IRS, is constitutionally prohibited from policing or censoring speech based on religious convictions or beliefs, and therefore we urge the repeal of the Johnson
Amendment. (p. 11)

EDUCATION
Democratic Party
Democrats will make sure schools do not engage in, and appropriately address, discrimination, bullying and harassment related to sex, including sexual orientation and gender identity; race; national origin; immigration or
citizenship status; religion; disability; and language status. We will protect the rights of transgender students. (p. 67)
Democrats believe that everyone should be able to earn a degree beyond high school, if they choose to, without
money standing in the way. That is why we will make public colleges and universities tuition-free for students
whose families earn less than $125,000—roughly 80 percent of the American people. (p. 70)

Republican Party
We support options for learning, including home-schooling, career and technical education, private or parochial
schools, magnet schools, charter schools, online learning, and early-college high schools. We especially support
the innovative financing mechanisms that make options available to all children: education savings accounts
(ESAs), vouchers, and tuition tax credits. (p. 34)
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Democratic Party

SEX EDUCATION

We recognize that quality, affordable comprehensive health care; medically accurate, LGBTQ+ inclusive, age-appropriate sex education; and the full range of family planning services are all essential to ensuring that people
can decide if, when, and how to start a family. We are proud to be the party of the Affordable Care Act, which
prohibits discrimination in health care on the basis of sex and requires insurers to cover prescription contraceptives at no cost. These efforts have significantly reduced teen and unintended pregnancies by making it easier to
decide whether, when, and how to have a child. (p. 32)

Republican Party
We renew our call for replacing “family planning” programs for teens with sexual risk avoidance education that
sets abstinence until marriage as the responsible and respected standard of behavior. (p. 34)

Democratic Party

HEALTH CARE

Democrats will keep up the fight until all Americans can access secure, affordable, high-quality health insurance
— because as Democrats, we fundamentally believe health care is a right for all, not a privilege for the few. … [T]
he Trump Administration is fighting in court to invalidate the entirety of the Affordable Care Act and eliminate
insurance for tens of millions of people. Overturning the Affordable Care Act remains a central plank of the
Republican Party platform. The difference in values between the two parties on this life-or-death issue could not
be more stark. (p. 27)

Republican Party
Any honest agenda for improving health care must start with repeal of the dishonestly named Affordable Care
Act of 2010: Obamacare. … To simplify the system for both patients and providers, we will reduce mandates and
enable insurers and providers of care to increase health care options and contain costs. (p. 36)
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Democratic Party

DISCRIMINATION

Democrats applaud this year’s U.S. Supreme Court decision that made clear that employment discrimination
based on sexual orientation and gender identity violates the law, but we know we still have work to do to ensure
LGBTQ+ people are treated equally under the law and in our society. We will fight to enact the Equality Act and
at last outlaw discrimination against LGBTQ+ people in housing, public accommodations, access to credit, education, jury service, and federal programs. (p. 42)

Republican Party
We emphatically support the original, authentic meaning of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. It
affirmed that “no person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal
financial assistance.” … They are determined to reshape our schools — and our entire society — to fit the mold
of an ideology alien to America’s history and traditions. Their edict to the states concerning restrooms, locker
rooms, and other facilities is at once illegal, dangerous, and ignores privacy issues. (p. 35)

Democratic Party

IMMIGRATION

Democrats believe it is long past time to provide a roadmap to citizenship for the millions of undocumented
workers, caregivers, students, and children who are an essential part of our economy and of the fabric of our
nation. (p. 62)

Republican Party
Illegal immigration endangers everyone, exploits the taxpayers, and insults all who aspire to enter America legally. We oppose any form of amnesty for those who, by breaking the law, have disadvantaged those who have
obeyed it. (p. 25)
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Democratic Party

MIDDLE EAST

Democrats support a comprehensive diplomatic effort to extend constraints on Iran’s nuclear program and address Iran’s other threatening activities, including its regional aggression, ballistic missile program, and domestic
repression. (p. 90)

Republican Party
We consider the (Obama) Administration’s deal with Iran, to lift international sanctions and make hundreds of
billions of dollars available to the Mullahs, a personal agreement between the President and his negotiating partners. … Because of it, the defiant and emboldened regime in Tehran continues to sponsor terrorism across the
region, develop a nuclear weapon, test-fire ballistic missiles inscribed with “Death to Israel,” and abuse the basic
human rights of its citizens. A Republican president will not be bound by it. (p. 46)

Democratic Party Platform:
https://www.demconvention.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-07-31-Democratic-Party-Platform-For-Distribution.pdf

Republican Party Platform:
https://prod-cdn-static.gop.com/static/home/data/platform.pdf
(The GOP platform for 2016 was carried forward as the 2020 platform.)
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