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September 24, 2025

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senator for lowa

Dear Senator Grassley:

On August 14, 2025, President Trump nominated Rebecca Taibleson to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh
Circuit. As you know, Ms. Taibleson received a ranking of “priority stop” from the Center for Judicial Renewal
as she does not meet the constitutionalist standard for nomination to the federal bench. Though there are some
positive items in Taibleson’s record, there are also major concerns that ought not to be ignored, particularly given
the significance of a seat on a federal circuit court.

We ask that you please oppose the nomination of Rebecca Taibleson and vote “no” on advancing her nomination
for the reasons included below:

Taibleson served on the board of a pre-school affiliated with a pro-LGBT Christian church.

Taibleson shared in her Senate Judiciary Committee Questionnaire that she belonged to the “Tree of Life
Preschool Board” from 2021-2022.! Presumably “Tree of Life Preschool” refers to “Tree of Life Christian
Preschool” in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.? Taibleson worked for the Milwaukee-based U.S. Attorney's Office for
the Eastern District of Wisconsin during that time.?

The school’s website states, “Tree of Life is a non-profit ministry of the United Methodist Church of Whitefish
Bay.”

As early as 2015, the United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay had an “LGBT Advocacy Ministry” that
was showing a heretical film called “Camp-Out,” that the church described as “a unique film exposure to
gay and lesbian teens at an all-gay Bible camp. Christian counselors work to promote the campers’ greater
acceptance and understanding of homosexuality, while attempting to reconcile it with a Christian belief
system.”

In 2018, the church shared about a new series “Living Our Principles, Living Out Faith” that would entail
“dialogue on subjects including the environment, gender and family issues, human rights, and more!”*

In 2019, “Reconciling Ministries Network™ “welcome[d] [] the newest Reconciling Community of the
movement: the Church & Society Committee of United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay in Whitefish Bay,
WI!”" The Church & Society team remains a member of Reconciling Ministries Network,® which is
“committed to intersectional justice across and beyond the United Methodist connection, working for the
full participation of all LGBTQ+ people throughout the life and leadership of the Church.”

In 2022, Tree of Life Preschool’s website featured accreditation by the National Association for the Education
of Young Children (“NAEYC”), a radical leftist organization that promotes the evil of confusing young
children about their gender.'?


https://www.facebook.com/umcwhitefishbay?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVVhUJ_olSUY8Bgf9AIYZ15PcYqwB9sURbpjtmRlenUu_UIv7Cush2apiT_VAeS4u3YMYs0ejKH6iG9RB6l8GJy-DV-8Csj19YdoBDQEH3yrfTzGo1TYbyXKJHIvuq82qfhr8ESl9cdvGih8RXCecdGuZx-3hcV6UJGzF7z-jlHHg&__tn__=-%5dK-R-R

o In August 2022, the NAEYC website featured a publication entitled “Tate and the Pink Coat:
Exploring Gender and Enacting Anti-Bias Principles” that concerningly explained, “We believe it is
never too early to positively support young children’s gender exploration,” and “Gender-inclusive
classrooms promote an anti-bias atmosphere in which all children can explore and grow.”'' Advice
for teachers to “support gender diversity in [their] classroom” included “Respect young children’s
descriptions of themselves, such as ‘I’m a boygirl!’ or ‘Today, I am going to be the princessboy.””'?

Taibleson and her husband are members of or affiliated with the politically liberal Congregation Emanu-
El B’ne Jeshurun (“CEEBJ”) that promotes LGBTQ+ ideologies, abortion, and leftist “Get out the Vote”
organizations.

e The Taiblesons’ anniversary is listed in a July 2025 CEEBJ bulletin,!* and they were listed as volunteers at
the congregation in 2018.'4

e The most prominent statement at the top of the homepage for the congregation describes it being pro
“LGBTQ+;”!° the website also states that the congregation hosts guest speakers on a range of issues, including
“immigration, reproductive rights ...

e Additionally, the congregation promotes its affiliation with the judicially-activist Union for Reform Judaism
(“URJ”) which proudly opposes the judicial philosophy of originalism because it prevents their political
positions on abortion, transgenderism, guns, and separation of church and state."”

o URJ opposes the judicial philosophy of originalism: “Judge Barrett's confirmation would place an
‘originalist’ majority on the Court . . . . that would likely undercut and reverse positions for which
we have fought in Congress and espoused in the courts for much of the past century.” They also
opposed Barrett on the ground that she had “restrictive views of existing legal rights of transgender
individuals.”!®

o UIJR opposed Justice Kavanaugh, arguing he would “curtail women’s reproductive rights, weaken
workers’ rights, oppose gun violence prevention measures, threaten the protections of freedom of
religion by breaking down the separation of church and state,challenge environmental

protections, and undermine voting rights.”"”

o URIJ promotes “all gender identities and gender expressions,”’

and “[u]rges the adoption and
implementation of legislation and policies that prevent discrimination based on gender identity and
expression.?!

e In 2024 and presently, CEEBJ encourages “Volunteer Opportunities” with “Get out the Vote” election
partners — all of which are liberal: “Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice, Souls to the Polls, and WIVEC —
Wisconsin Interfaith Voter Engagement Campaign.”??

o Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice, a radical pro-LGBT group, states, “/W]e cannot and will not
remain silent in the face of injustice towards our LGBTQ+ colleagues, congregants, family, friends,
and neighbors.”* Citizens are asked to “reach out to [their] representatives,”?*
entitled, “Tell the Senate to Protect Trans Health.”>

o WIVEC is hosting an October 2025 talk: “Confronting Christian Nationalism .’

o “Souls to the Polls WI” in a not-so-veiled shot at President Trump opposes “[a] whirlwind of executive

with a link to a page

orders and policies ... attacking Medicaid and Medicare, and threatening even more .... When
election season comes, you’ll know who stood behind these policies—and who is truly looking out
for your best interests.”?’



It appears that the rabbi whom the Taiblesons chose to perform their wedding currently serves at a pro-
LGBT congregation.?®

e Rabbi Lyle A. Fishman married the Taiblesons; it appears that he is the same Lyle A. Fishman who is rabbi
emeritus at Ohr Kodesh Congregation,?® which is overtly pro-transgender, has a rainbow menorah on its
website, an “LGBTQ Inclusion Task Force,” and states that it partners with “a leading national LGBTQ

advocacy organization . . . to support and advocate for the LGBTQ community.”*°

In 2019, Taibleson donated to the Milwaukee Jewish Federation (“MJEF”’), which promotes liberal political
positions on transgenderism, marriage, life, and other issues.’!

e The Jewish Community Relations Council (“JCRC”), is “a core function of the Milwaukee Jewish
Federation;? it released a “Position Statement on LGBTQ+ Rights” that promotes “the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer ... communities . . . . 33

e MIJF also hosts a group for LGBT individuals and “allies” called “J-Pride Milwaukee.”*

e The JCRC opposed constitutionalism and life when it “decrie[d]” the Supreme Court’s Dobbs holding that
there is no constitutional right to end the life of an unborn child in an abortion.?

o The JCRC asserted, “The JCRC supports an individual’s right to make their own reproductive
choices.”*% The statement concluded: “The JCRC will work for universal access to safe and affordable

reproductive health care. ... May we all gather our strength during this painful moment. ...’

Bloomberg Law reported Taibleson was jointly recommended for nomination to the Seventh Circuit in
2025 by the bi-partisan judicial nominating commission of Senators Ron Johnson (R-WI) and Tammy
Baldwin (D-WI) 38

e According to iVoterGuide, Senator Baldwin is a “verified liberal.

239

e Bloomberg quoted that Baldwin has warned President Trump that “it would be ill-advised of the president
to do his own [judicial selection] process when we [Senators Baldwin and Johnson] have one set up.”4°

Both Taibleson and her husband, Benjamin Taibleson.*! have donated to Democrat politicians and/or
judicial candidates.

e In 2022, Taibleson donated to ActBlue for former Democratic Senator Joe Manchin .*>

e Her husband donated to Texans for Beto in 2024, Joe Biden for President,** Kamala Harris for Senate via
Act Blue,® and other Democrat politicians. 4

Taibleson was listed as counsel on President Biden’s defense team in a case defending the government’s
ability to forgive federal student loans.*’

e The case was voluntarily dismissed after the Supreme Court enjoined the program. 43

While there are some positive items in Taibleson’s record, there are also areas of serious concern, including
Taibleson’s connections to a number of pro-LGBT organizations, donations from both Taibleson and her husband
to Democrat politicians, and others. These concerns should not be ignored. The standard for nomination to the
federal bench 1s not merely a strong educational background or robust legal experience. Many radical liberal
prospects would possess both. Rather, the standard requires nominees with the best long-term, demonstrable
record of commitment to the constitutional role of judges, which is to decide cases according to the original
meaning of the Constitution and legislative texts, and to never legislate from the bench. Given the above concerns,



it is clear that Ms. Taibleson does not have the best, long-term demonstrable record of the prospects available for
nomination to the Seventh Circuit.

For these reasons, we ask that you oppose the nomination of Rebecca Taibleson to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Seventh Circuit.

Sincerely,

7

Walker Wildmon
CEO, AFA Action
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